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ROB BONTA

Attorney General of California

CHAR SACHSON

Supervising Deputy Attorney General

JOSHUA D. JOHNSON

Deputy Attorney General

State Bar No. 244774
455 Golden Gate Avenue, Suite 11000
San Francisco, CA 94102-7004
Telephone: (415) 510-3876
Facsimile: (415) 703-5480
E-mail: Joshua.Johnson@doj.ca.gov

Attorneys for Complainant

BEFORE THE
BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS, LAND SURVEYORS, AND
GEOLOGISTS
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Accusation Against: Case No. 1328-A
SIAVASH TAHBAZOF
1256 Howard Street, San
Francisco, California, 94103. ACCUSATION
Civil Engineer License No. C 38827

Respondent.

PARTIES
1. Richard B. Moore, PLS (Complainant) brings this Accusation solely in his official
capacity as the Executive Officer of the Board for Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors, and
Geologists (Board), Department of Consumer Affairs.
2. On or about March 3, 2024, the Board issued Civil Engineer License Number
C 38827 to Siavash Tahbazof (Respondent). The Civil Engineer License was in full force and
effect at all times relevant to the charges brought herein and will expire on March 31, 2025,

unless renewed.
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JURISDICTION

3. This Accusation is brought before the Board under the authority of the following

laws. All section references are to the Business and Professions Code (Code) unless otherwise

indicated.

1

4. Section 490 of the Code states:

(a) In addition to any other action that a board is permitted to take against a
licensee, a board may suspend or revoke a license on the ground that the licensee has
been convicted of a crime, if the crime is substantially related to the qualifications,
functions, or duties of the business or profession for which the license was issued.

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a board may exercise any
authority to discipline a licensee for conviction of a crime that is independent of the
authority granted under subdivision (a) only if the crime is substantially related to the
qualifications, functions, or duties of the business or profession for which the
licensee's license was issued.

(c) A conviction within the meaning of this section means a plea or verdict of
guilty or a conviction following a plea of nolo contendere. An action that a board is
permitted to take following the establishment of a conviction may be taken when the
time for appeal has elapsed, or the judgment of conviction has been affirmed on
appeal, or when an order granting probation is made suspending the imposition of
sentence, irrespective of a subsequent order under Section 1203.4 of the Penal Code.

(d) The Legislature hereby finds and declares that the application of this section
has been made unclear by the holding in Petropoulos v. Department of Real Estate
(2006) 142 Cal.App.4th 554, and that the holding in that case has placed a significant
number of statutes and regulations in question, resulting in potential harm to the
consumers of California from licensees who have been convicted of crimes.
Therefore, the Legislature finds and declares that this section establishes an
independent basis for a board to impose discipline upon a licensee, and that the
amendments to this section made by Chapter 33 of the Statutes of 2008 do not
constitute a change to, but rather are declaratory of, existing law.

5. Section 6775 of the Code states, in pertinent part, that:

[TThe board may publicly reprove, suspend for a period not to exceed two
years, or revoke the certificate of any professional engineer licensed under this
chapter on any of the following grounds:

(a) Any conviction of a crime substantially related to the qualifications,
functions, and duties of a licensed professional engineer, in which case the certified
record of conviction shall be conclusive evidence thereof.
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COST RECOVERY

6.  Section 125.3 of the Code provides, in pertinent part, that the Board may request the
administrative law judge to direct a licentiate found to have committed a violation or violations of
the licensing act to pay a sum not to exceed the reasonable costs of the investigation and
enforcement of the case.

CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE

(2024 Criminal Conviction - Conspiracy to Commit Honest Services Wire Fraud)

7. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under Code sections 6775, subdivision
(a), and/or section 490, in that on or about April 19, 2024, in a criminal proceeding entitled
United States of America v. Siavash ““Sia” Tahbazof, in the United States District Court, Northern
District of California, Case Number CR23-00421 EMC, Respondent was convicted by his guilty
plea of violating 18 U.S.C. § 1349 (conspiracy to commit honest services wire fraud), a felony.
Respondent was sentenced to three years of probation, a $75,000 fine, and ordered to complete 80
hours of community service.

8. The circumstances that led to the arrest resulting in the conviction are that beginning
in or about August 2003 and continuing through in or about February 2021, Respondent
conspired with others to commit wire fraud to defraud the City and County of San Francisco, and
the citizens of San Francisco, of their right to the honest and faithful services through bribery and
kickbacks.

PRAYER

WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that a hearing be held on the matters herein alleged,
and that following the hearing, the Board for Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors, and
Geologists issue a decision:

1. Revoking or suspending Civil Engineer License Number C 38827, issued to Siavash
Tahbazof;

2. Ordering Siavash Tahbazof to pay the Board for Professional Engineers, Land

Surveyors, and Geologists the reasonable costs of the investigation and enforcement of this case,

(STAVASH TAHBAZOF) ACCUSATION
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pursuant to Business and Professions Code section 125.3; and, if placed on probation, the costs of

probation monitoring; and,

3. Taking such other and further action as deemed necessary and proper.
DATED:  8/7/24 Original Signed

SF2024401386
44267715.docx

RICHARD B. MOORE, PLS
Executive Officer

Board for Professional Engineers, Land
Surveyors, and Geologists

Department of Consumer Affairs

State of California

Complainant
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