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Process Flowcharts-Scheduling Exams and Applying for Professional 
Engineer (PE) or Professional Land Surveyor (PLS) Licensure 

This is an overview of the process that should be used by PE and PLS applicants to schedule exams and apply for licensure. This 
document only applies to applicants who have already passed the FE/FS exam and are now applying for professional licensure, or 
applicants that are applying for a FE/FS exam wavier.  Applicants taking the National Council of Examiners for Engineering 
and Surveying (NCEES) exams should also view the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)-Scheduling and Taking the NCEES 
Exams.       

Professional Civil 
Engineer 
Applicant

Schedule and sit for 
the PE Civil exam 
through NCEES

Pass

Submit a complete 
application to the 

Board after passing the 
PE Civil Exam and after 
meeting the qualifying 

experience 
requirements

Take the state specific 
exams: Seismic Principles 

and Engineering Surveying. 
The state specific exams are 
administered by Prometric. 
More information is located 

on the exam flowchart.

Pass Qualify for 
licensure

Fail
Submit
Exam 

Request
Fail

Professional 
Civil Engineer 

Applicant 
Applying for a 

FE Waiver

Submit a complete 
application to the 

Board after 
meeting the 

qualifying 
experience 

requirements for 
FE waivers 

Get approval by 
the Board to 

take the exams

Schedule 
and sit for 
the PE Civil 

exam 
through 
NCEES

Pass

Take the state specific 
exams: Seismic 
Principles and 

Engineering Surveying.  
The state specific exams 

are administered by 
Prometric.  More 

information is located 
on the exam flowchart.

Pass Qualify for 
licensure

Fail
Fail

Submit
Exam 

Request

https://www.bpelsg.ca.gov/applicants/national_id_faq.pdf
https://www.bpelsg.ca.gov/applicants/national_id_faq.pdf
https://www.bpelsg.ca.gov/applicants/applying_for_ce.shtml
https://ncees.org/
https://www.bpelsg.ca.gov/applicants/appintrope.shtml
https://www.bpelsg.ca.gov/applicants/examination_flowchart.pdf
https://www.bpelsg.ca.gov/applicants/re-examination_information.shtml
https://www.bpelsg.ca.gov/applicants/fe_waiver.html
https://www.bpelsg.ca.gov/applicants/appintrope.shtml
https://ncees.org/
https://www.bpelsg.ca.gov/applicants/examination_flowchart.pdf
https://www.bpelsg.ca.gov/applicants/re-examination_information.shtml
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https://www.bpelsg.ca.gov/applicants/seappintro.shtml
https://www.bpelsg.ca.gov/applicants/seappintro.shtml
https://www.bpelsg.ca.gov/applicants/geappintro.shtml
https://www.bpelsg.ca.gov/applicants/geappintro.shtml
https://www.bpelsg.ca.gov/applicants/examination_flowchart.pdf
https://www.bpelsg.ca.gov/applicants/re-examination_information.shtml
https://www.bpelsg.ca.gov/applicants/applying_for_pe.shtml
https://ncees.org/
https://www.bpelsg.ca.gov/applicants/appintrope.shtml
https://ncees.org/
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https://www.bpelsg.ca.gov/applicants/fe_waiver.html
https://www.bpelsg.ca.gov/applicants/appintrope.shtml
https://ncees.org/
https://www.bpelsg.ca.gov/applicants/applying_for_tr.shtml
https://www.bpelsg.ca.gov/applicants/appintrope.shtml
https://www.bpelsg.ca.gov/applicants/examination_flowchart.pdf
https://www.bpelsg.ca.gov/applicants/re-examination_information.shtml
https://www.bpelsg.ca.gov/applicants/fe_waiver.html
https://www.bpelsg.ca.gov/applicants/appintrope.shtml
https://www.bpelsg.ca.gov/applicants/examination_flowchart.pdf
https://www.bpelsg.ca.gov/applicants/re-examination_information.shtml
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https://www.bpelsg.ca.gov/applicants/applying_for_pls.shtml
https://ncees.org/
https://www.bpelsg.ca.gov/applicants/lsappintro.shtml
https://www.bpelsg.ca.gov/applicants/examination_flowchart.pdf
https://www.bpelsg.ca.gov/applicants/re-examination_information.shtml
https://www.bpelsg.ca.gov/applicants/fs_waiver.shtml
https://www.bpelsg.ca.gov/applicants/lsappintro.shtml
https://ncees.org/
https://www.bpelsg.ca.gov/applicants/examination_flowchart.pdf
https://www.bpelsg.ca.gov/applicants/re-examination_information.shtml
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