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California Code of Regulations 
Title 16. Professional and Vocational Regulations 

Division 5. Board for Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors 
PROPOSED REGULATORY LANGUAGE CONCERNING  

REPEAL OF REGULATIONS REGARDING EXAMINATION APPEALS 
 

Legend: Deletion indicated by strikethrough. 
 

§ 443. Inspection of Examination. 
 
(a) The following definitions as used in these regulations have the meaning expressed in this 
section: 

(1) “Essay type problem” means an engineering or land surveying problem in which the 
examinee provides a free response as solution and is graded for method, computations 
and answers. Scoring is determined by comparing examinee solutions with 
predetermined scoring plans. 
(2) “Multiple-choice type problem” means an engineering or land surveying problem 
which requires the examinee to select an answer from a multiple response format. 
Computations are not considered in the grading process for multiple-choice items. 

 
(b) Multiple-choice type problems shall not be reviewed. 
 
(c) An applicant who meets the criteria specified in subparagraph (1) below shall be granted 8 
hours to review or write an appeal for an essay type problem or problems attempted during the 
written examination. 

(1) Who is no more than 15% below the passing score on a State specific Professional 
Engineering or Professional Land Surveying examination. 

(d) Time and location of the examination review or appeal session shall be designated by the 
executive officer. 
 
(e) At the time of the review or appeal session, no one other than the examinee and 
representatives of the board shall have access to such examination papers. 
 
(f) Evidence that the applicant erased, deleted, removed or altered the examination papers, or 
the material contained thereon during such inspection, may result in the applicant being 
disqualified by the board from taking future examinations. 
 
(g) The applicant shall have access to his or her examination, test booklets and solutions, 
when reviewing or preparing an appeal of an essay type problem during the time period 
specified in subsection (c). 
 
Note: Authority cited: Sections 6716 and 8710, Business and Professions Code. Reference: 
Sections 6754 and 8745, Business and Professions Code. 
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§ 444. Examination Appeal. 
 
(a) Applicants who were unsuccessful in the Professional Engineers or Professional Land 
Surveyor Examination will be notified by mail with the notice of results of the date and time in 
which they may attend a review or appeal session. The appeal fee referred to in section 407(d) 
must be received by the board within twenty-one (21) days from the date of the notice of the 
results of his or her examination. Applicants who decide to submit an appeal will be required to 
submit their appeal at the end of the review or appeal session. 
 
(b) An appeal of an essay type problem of the examination shall be made in writing; and it shall 
state the reason for appeal, citing the item or items against which the appeal is directed; and it 
shall be accompanied by the appropriate appeal fee. The applicant shall identify the specific 
item(s) being challenged; the specific reasons for the challenge; and cite reference materials, 
facts, and figures to substantiate the appeal. The appeal fee shall be payable for an appeal 
directed at an essay type problem of the examination. An appeal may be directed to any 
specific essay type problem or problems or sub-parts thereof, but an appeal shall cause the 
entire problem to be rescored. Rescoring of an essay type problem may result in one of the 
following three actions: points may be added; points may be deducted; or the score may 
remain the same. If the appeal results in the appellant being deemed to have passed the 
examination, the full appeal fee shall be refunded. 
 
(c) The executive officer may deny any appeal requesting a review of an examination that is 
not accompanied by information supporting the reason for such request, is not accompanied 
by the correct appeal fee, or is not filed within the period of time provided in paragraph (a) of 
this rule. 
 
(d) The Board's decision on an appeal of an essay type problem is final and shall not be re-
evaluated. A multiple-choice type problem is not appealable. 
 
Note: Authority cited: Sections 6716, 6754, 8710, and 8745, Business and Professions Code. 
Reference: Sections 6754 and 8745, Business and Professions Code. 





Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		443_proposed_text.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 0



		Passed: 30



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

