
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS, LAND SURVEYORS, AND 

GEOLOGISTS 

ORDER OF ADOPTION 

Legend: Added text is indicated with an underline. 
Deleted text is indicated by strikeout. 

1. Amend Section 3005, Article 1, Division 29 of Title 16 of the California Code of
Regulations

§ 3005. Fees

(a) The following is the prescribed application fee for:
(1) Licensure as a Professional Geologist or a Professional Geophysicist $175
(2) Certification as a specialty geologist or specialty geophysicist $175
(3) Certification as a geologist-in-training $75

(b) The following is the prescribed examination fee for:
(1) The Practice of Geology national examination $250
(2) The California specific geologist examination $175
(3) The Fundamentals of Geology national examination $200
(4) (2) Examination for licensure as a geophysicist $175
(5) (3) Examination for certification as a specialty geologist or specialty
geophysicist $175

(c) The duplicate certificate fee shall be $10.

(d) The two-year biennial renewal fee for a license that expires on or after January 1,
2021, shall be $180.

(e) The delinquency fee for renewal of a license is 50% of the renewal fee in effect on the
last regular renewal date.

(f) Fees required under provisions of this rule transmitted through the United States mail
shall be deemed filed on the date shown by the post office cancellation mark appearing
on the envelope containing the fee or on the date mailed if satisfactory proof is made
that mailing occurred on an earlier date.

(g) The fee for the retired license shall be $75. No renewal fee or other fee shall be
charged for the retired license.



(h) Refund of fees submitted to the Board shall be made only as follows:
(1) Any application fees or penalties imposed and collected illegally, by mistake,
inadvertence, or error shall be refunded in full.

(i) As used in this section, “license” includes certificate of registration or license as a
professional geologist, certificate of registration or license as a professional
geophysicist, and certificate of registration or license as a registered certified specialty
geologist or specialty geophysicist.

Note: Authority cited: Sections 7818 and 7887, Business and Professions Code. 
Reference: Sections 158, 7844, 7851, 7880, 7881 and 7887, Business and Professions 
Code. 

2. Amend Section 3024, Article 2, Division 29 of Title 16 of the California Code of
Regulations

§ 3024. Abandoned Applications.

(a) In the absence of special circumstances, the board shall consider an application
abandoned when:

(1) The applicant fails to submit a registration fee within 6 months of the date of
the letter of notification that the application has been received and approved or
(2) The applicant fails to appear for a scheduled examination without obtaining a
postponement from the board prior to the date of the examination or without
scheduling to take the examination within the next two subsequent examinations
as follows:

(A) An applicant for registration as a geologist shall obtain a postponement
no later than fifty (50) days prior to the date of the examination.
(B) An applicant for registration as a geophysicist or certification as a
specialty geologist or specialty geophysicist shall obtain a postponement no
later than fifteen (15) days prior to the date of the examination, or

(3) The applicant fails to respond within 6 months of a board request for additional
information concerning the applicant's educational background or professional
geological or geophysical work experience.

(b) An applicant may be granted an emergency postponement not less than five days
prior to such examination by the board for good cause.
(c) The application fee will be retained by the board when an application has been
declared abandoned.



(d) In the event an applicant fails to appear for a scheduled examination without
obtaining a postponement from the board, the board shall retain a portion of the
examination fee as follows:

(1) For failure to appear as scheduled for two sections of the national examination
the board shall retain $75.00 of the examination fee.
(2) For failure to appear as scheduled for one section of the national examination,
the board shall retain $50.00 of the examination fee.
(3) For failure to appear as scheduled for an examination for registration as a
geophysicist or certified engineering geologist or certified hydrogeologist, the
Board shall retain $25.00 of the examination fee.

(a) Any of the following actions by an applicant for certification or licensure shall be
considered to constitute abandonment of the application with no refund of the 
application fee: 

(1) Failure to provide additional information pursuant to Section 3022.2 within 90
days from the date of a written request by the Board’s staff; or, 
(2) Failure to complete the examination(s) to which the applicant has been
assigned within two (2) years from the date of filing of the application; or, 
(3) Failure to appear for the examination(s) at the designated time and place
unless a postponement has been obtained in accordance with Section 3024.5; 
or, 
(4) Failure to appear for the examination(s) at the designated time and place
after having obtained two postponements in accordance with Section 3024.5. 

(b) An application submitted subsequent to an abandoned application shall be treated
as a new application. 

Note: Authority cited: Section 7818, Business and Professions Code. Reference: 
Sections 7818 and 7841, 7841.1, 7841.2, 7842, and 7844, Business and Professions 
Code. 

3. Add Section 3024.5, Article 2, Division 29 of Title 16 of the California Code of
Regulations

§ 3024.5. Postponements

(a) The executive officer may grant a postponement, not to exceed two such
postponements for each application, to any applicant who for reasonable cause is 
prevented from appearing for examination at the day or time fixed, provided the 
applicant’s request for postponement and the written request and reason therefor is filed 



with the principal office of the board specified in Section 3000 at any time prior to the 
examination or within the ten (10) day period immediately following the date of such 
examination. 

(b) “Reasonable cause” as used in this section includes any of the following:
(1) Death of an immediate family member of the applicant, when accompanied by
documentation, such as a copy of the death certificate. 
(2) Illness, including contagious disease, or injury to the applicant or an
immediate family member of the applicant, when accompanied by an original 
letter on letterhead from the health care provider, which includes the date(s), 
nature of the illness or injury, and the health care provider’s signature. 
(3) Natural disaster or other declared national, state, or local emergency.
(4) Military service, when accompanied by official military orders.
(5) Jury duty, when accompanied by documentation, such as the summons
issued by the court. 
(6) Unforeseen circumstances beyond the control of the applicant, including an
accident, on the day of the examination that prevent the applicant from appearing 
at the examination location at the time and place set for the examination, when 
accompanied by documentation such as police reports, witness statements and 
photos. 

Note: Authority cited: Section 7818, Business and Professions Code. Reference: 
Sections 7841, 7841.1, 7841.2, 7842, and 7844, Business and Professions Code. 

4. Repeal Section 3026, Article 2, Division 29 of Title 16 of the California Code of
Regulations

§ 3026. Unqualified Applicant: Refund of Examination Fee. 

If an applicant for registration as a geologist or geophysicist or certification as a 
specialty geologist or specialty geophysicist is found by the Board to lack the 
qualifications required for admission to the examination for such registration, the board 
shall refund to the applicant the amount of the applicant's examination fee only. 

Note: Authority cited: Section 7818, Business and Professions Code. Reference: 
Sections 7822, 7841, 7841.1, 7842 and 7887, Business and Professions Code. 



5. Amend Section 3031, Article 3, Division 29 of Title 16 of the California Code of
Regulations

3031. Examination Credit: Examinations: Geologist-in-Training, Professional Geologist, 
Professional Geophysicist and Specialty Certification. 

(a) Pursuant to Section 7841.2 of the Code, each applicant for certification as a 
geologist-in-training shall successfully pass the Fundamentals of Geology examination 
created and conducted by the National Association of State Boards of Geology, also 
known as ASBOG, by meeting the requirements set by ASBOG for taking, and receiving 
a passing score for, that examination. After [effective date of regulations, to be inserted 
by OAL], applicants shall directly contact ASBOG, or its designated vendor, if 
applicable, to obtain a date, time and place (testing facility) to take the Fundamentals of 
Geology examination.  Applicants shall pay all ASBOG’s required examination fees for 
examination materials and services directly to ASBOG, or its designated vendor, if 
applicable, and shall comply with all ASBOG examination and test center policies, 
procedures, and rules. 
(a) (b)  Each applicant for licensure as a geologist who obtains a passing score on the
Fundamentals of Geology and Practice of Geology examinations created by the
National Association of State Boards of Geology on or after November 1, 1996, and
obtains a passing score as determined by a recognized criterion-referenced method of
establishing the pass point in the supplemental California specific examination pursuant
to Section 7841(d) of the Code shall be deemed to have passed the required
examinations for licensure as a professional geologist in California.

(1) Each applicant shall meet the requirements set by ASBOG for taking, and
receiving a passing score for, Fundamentals of Geology and Practice of Geology 
examinations. After [effective date of regulations, to be inserted by OAL], 
applicants shall directly contact ASBOG, or its designated vendor, if applicable, 
to obtain a date, time and place (testing facility) to take the Fundamentals of 
Geology and the Practice of Geology examinations. Applicants shall pay all 
ASBOG’s required examination fees for examination materials and services 
directly to ASBOG, or its designated vendor, if applicable, and shall comply with 
all ASBOG examination and test center policies, procedures, and rules. 

(1) (2) Candidates Applicants shall receive credit for obtaining a passing score on 
the Fundamentals of Geology examination, the Practice of Geology examination, 
and the supplemental California specific examination as separate examinations



and shall be required to submit an application to retake and pass only those 
examinations previously failed. 

(b) (c) Every applicant for licensure as a geophysicist or for certification in any specialty,
who obtains a passing score determined by a recognized criterion-reference method of
establishing the pass point in the California examination required by Section 7841.1 of
the Code or Section 7842 of the Code, respectively, shall be deemed to have passed
the California examination required by Section 7841.1 of the Code or Section 7842 of
the Code, respectively.  Such a passing score may vary moderately with changes in test
composition. 

Note: Authority cited: Section 7818, Business and Professions Code. Reference: 
Sections 7841, 7841.1, 7841.2, 7842, and 7842.1 7844, Business and Professions 
Code. 
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