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August 12, 2015

Professional Geophysicist Expert Consultants Needed

The Board for Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors, and Geologists would like to invite you
to participate in an examination-related activity for the development of the Professional
Geophysicist examination.

BACKGROUND

The 2014 Sunset Review Report for the State Board for Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors,
and Geologists (http://www.bpelsg.ca.gov/pubs/2014 sunset review_report.pdf) discusses in
detail recent concerns the Board has had with the development and administration of the
geophysicist examination. Some concerns have included the difficulty in recruiting in-state
experts to assist with developing and constructing the examination, the cost of developing the
examination, and the level of protection of the public that licensure actually provides. The Board
has continued to monitor the application and licensee populations, as well as the interest in the
profession to assist in exam development for future licensing examinations.

Geophysicist exam development normally requires three meetings per year to properly develop
an examination and determine a recommended passing score. Under preferable conditions, this
would require 15 to 18 licensed expert consultants on an annual basis to support adequate exam
development efforts. Over the last four years, the Board has been able to secure a total
attendance of only 6 to 8 expert consultants on an annual basis, and typically 3 to 4 of the same
experts attend each meeting. This is less than half of the required number.

HOW YOU CAN HELP

The Board will need 8 licensed Geophysicists for each workshop to participate and to serve as
expert consultants in developing a successful, valid, reliable, and legally defensible examination.
There are no minimum education or experience requirements necessary to qualify as an expert
consultant. Expert consultants must have current licensure and no previous or pending Board
disciplinary actions against them. The workshops will consist of a one or two day workshop,
each day being 8 hours. During your participation in the workshop, individual expert consultants
will be paid at an hourly rate of $32.00 and reimbursed for travel expenses following state
guidelines. It is anticipated that the Professional Geophysicist workshops will be held in
Sacramento and/or Riverside, California.
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If you are able to help and support the development of our Professional Geophysicist
examination, please fill out the following application located on the Board’s website:
http://www.bpelsg.ca.gov/pubs/forms/ggsmeapp.pdf . Submit the application and a résumé by
mail (see letterhead for address) or email to one of the email addresses located below. If you are
approved to serve as an expert, you will receive a contract, which will need to be signed and
returned back to the Board office. Due to state contracting laws, current California State
employees cannot contract individually as examination expert consultants. State employees can
participate if their agency/employer has an existing memorandum of understanding with the
Board.

If you have any questions you can contact me at Laurie.Racca@dca.ca.gov or 916-263-2406. |
will need your license number, name, email address and a good phone number to contact you.
Alternatively, you may also contract Erin LaPerle at Erin.LaPerle@dca.ca.gov or 916-263-1848.

Thank you for your time and | hope to hear from you soon.

Sincerely,
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Laurie Racca, PG

Senior Registrar - Geologist and Geophysicists
BPELSG
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PROFESSIONAL GEOPHYSICIST
EXPERT CONSULTANTS NEEDED

The Board’s Examination Development Unit is recruiting licensed Professional Geophysicists, who
reside and practice in California, to assist with various aspects of examination development. These
tasks include item writing and review, field testing, grading, and standard setting workshops.

Experts have the opportunity to meet and work with other licensed professionals from around the
state. Many experts find the experience very rewarding and choose to return year after year.

Experts are paid an hourly rate of $32.00 an hour and travel reimbursement in accordance with state
travel guidelines. It is anticipated that workshops will be held in Sacramento and/or Riverside, Cali-
fornia.

If you are interested please fill out the application located here: http://www.bpelsqg.ca.gov/pubs/forms/
ggsmeapp.pdf. Submit the application and a résumé by mail or email to the address or the email ad-
dresses located below. If you are approved to serve as an expert, you will receive a contract, which
will need to be signed and returned back to the Board office. Due to state contracting laws, current
California State employees cannot contract individually as expert consultants. State employees can
participate if their agency/employer has an existing memorandum of understanding with the Board.

For additional information, please contact us:

BPELSG Phone : Email :

2535 Capitol Oaks Drive, Ste. 300 (916) 263-2406 Laurie.Racca@dca.ca.gov
Sacramento, CA 95833-2944 (916) 263-1848 Erin.LaPerle@dca.ca.gov
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