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FINAL STATEMENT OF REASONS 
 
 
Hearing Date:  No hearing was scheduled, nor was one requested. 
 
Subject Matter of Proposed Regulations:  Definitions regarding engineering geology and 
Professional Geophysical work 
 
Section Affected:  Subsections (b) and (e) of Section 3003 of Article 1, Division 29, Title 16 
of the California Code of Regulations (CCR) 
 
Updated Information: The Initial Statement of Reasons is included in the file.  The 
information therein is updated in order to further clarify why the word “vulnerability” was 
added to the engineering geology definition (Title 16, CCR Section 3003 (b)): 
 
The word “vulnerability” has been added to more accurately describe types of engineering 
work that currently integrate engineering geology input.  It is important to note that the use 
of the word “vulnerability” is not intended to indicate that engineering geology includes the 
practice of actually performing a vulnerability assessment of civil engineering works. 
 
Local Mandate:  None 
 
Small Business Impact:  These regulations will not have a significant adverse economic 
impact on businesses.  
 
Consideration of Alternatives:   
 
No reasonable alternative to the proposed regulatory action would be either more effective 
than or as effective as and less burdensome on affected private persons and equally 
effective in achieving the purposes of the regulation in a manner that ensures full 
compliance with the law being implemented or made specific.  No reasonable alternative 
considered by the agency or that has otherwise been identified and brought to the attention 
of the agency would be more cost effective to affected private persons than the adopted 
regulation.   
 
The alternative would be to not make any of the proposed changes, and to keep the 
regulations as they are currently written.  This would do the following:   
 

• It would go against the Board’s 2011-2014 Strategic Plan Goals to promote clear, 
relevant, unambiguous and functional regulations. 

 
• The current definitions would not define the current scope of practice for engineering 

geology and Professional Geophysical work. 
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• If the scope of practice is not accurately defined, it will not be clear what kind of work 
can be performed, and what may be considered unlicensed activity if the work is 
performed by an unlicensed individual, or an individual that does not possess the 
qualifications to perform the work. 
 

Summary of Comments Received During the 45-day Comment Period:  The Board did not 
receive any comments or requests for hearing during the 45-day public comment period. 
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